Flora’s
Peverel

A community play celebrating Flora Thompson’s
time in Liphook, Hampshire, 1916-1928

written and directed by John Owen Smith

Flora Thompson, the author of “Lark Rise to Candleford,”
lived in Liphook from 1916 to 1928. This play brings to life
the period when, against the odds, she won the fight to write

Except for the first and last two scenes, the action of the play takes place in
various locations in and around Liphook between the years 1916 and 1928.

The performance is continuous, with one interval of 15 minutes

Tour 2022
Phoenix Arts Centre, Bordon Friday 15th July — 8pm
Liphook Village Hall Saturday 16th July — 2.30 & 8pm
Haslemere Museum Sunday 17th July — 2.30pm
The Triangle, Liss Friday 22nd July — 8pm
Headley Village Hall Saturday 23rd July — 2.30 & 8pm

Holybourne Theatre, Alton Sunday 24th July — 2.30pm



CAST - in order of appearance

Flora ThOmMPSON ....couiiiiiiciiec et Mel White
Postman at Bournemouth ... Martin Wellen/Neil Hardinge
"Louie” WOOdS ....cccevieiiiiiiiiciricincneetreeeee e Annaliese Farnlucher
Sgt John Mumford ... Zak White
JON TROMPSON ..ottt Rod Sharp
‘Joe” Leggett (at 8 years old) .........ccceeviiiiiiiiininiiiiic, Violet Shaw
Bl TEAY oo Jo Smith
Maggie Tidy ... Pru Harrold
HATITy ENVIS ..o Neil Hardinge
Dr Ronald Campbell Macfie ........cccccvevioiiinineniininccecncceecnienes Jonathan Neil
BESSIE ..o Jane Fryer
MIS Vale ..o Rajula Jasani
GYPSY WOMAN ..ot Maggie Farnlucher
Mrs Parkhurst ..o Elizabeth Heggart
Elsie Parkhurst ..o e Abby Hibberd
Diana Thompson ... Abby Hibberd
Joe Leggett (at 18 years old) .......ccccceveeerreniiennieereeccceeeee James Stefanaras
Eileen Leggett ........ccooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiciccccce, Annaliese Farnlucher
Capt. BYfield ..o e Nick Webb
Sam, the shepherd ... Jonathan Neil
MIs Leggett ..o Karina Farnlucher
Peter Thompson (at 8 YEars) ......ccccceeeveruererieninieireieeinicenreeneeeseeeneeenes Violet Shaw
Chairman of cable company ..........ccccccceveiinicinecnes Martin Wellen/Neil Hardinge

Production Team

AUNOT/DITECLOT .c.eviceiieiiieeeeeeeeee et e e John Owen Smith
MUsiCal DITECLOT ......ccoouiieiiiiiiieicirciieeee e Barbara Parry
Wardrobe .......c.ooveeieiieieeeeeeee e Dil Williamson-Smith
TICKEE OFfICO vttt et et e b e eeaeeens Tina Wareham

and thanks to all those others who have helped with this production in any way
Musicians/Singers

Miranda Druett, Barbara Parry, Dil Williamson-Smith,
Pete Stephens, Nick Webb, Zak White

Our thanks to The Rural Life Centre, Tilford for the loan of
period camera, bicycle, fishing rods & shepherd’s crook
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SCENES OF THE PLAY

Overture

Prelude:
Scene 1:
Scene 2:
Scene 3:
Scene 4:
Scene 5:
Scene 6:
Scene 7:
Scene 8:
Scene 9:

Scene 10:
Scene 11:
Scene 12:
Scene 13:
Scene 14:
Scene 15:

Scene 16

Scene 17

Scene 18:
Scene 19:
Scene 20:
Scene 21:
Scene 22:
Scene 23:
Scene 24:
Scene 25:
Scene 26:
Scene 27:
Scene 28:
Scene 29:
Scene 30:
Scene 31:
Scene 32:
Scene 33:
Scene 34:

Act1-1916-18

Flanders, April 1916

Flora’s garden in Bournemouth, April 1916
Canadian army camp, near Liphook, September 1916
Liphook Post Office, later that morning
Lynchmere Common

Flora’s room, Liphook Post Office

On the road from Forest Mere

The Postmaster’s house, soon after

On the Road with Maggie Tidy

Liphook Post Office, summer 1917

On Bramshott Common, later that day

Liphook Post Office, soon after

On the Road with Bill & Maggie Tidy

Flora’s room, Liphook Post Office, early 1918

A street in Liphook, at the same time

Flora’s room, Liphook Post Office, at the same time
: Split scene - Flora and Louie

INTERVAL - including tunes from the 1920s
Act 2-1926-28

: An open space near Liphook, summer 1926

Liphook Post Office, a few days later

In the garden of the Postmaster’s house, a few weeks later
Liphook Post Office, at the same time

On Weavers Down soon after

The Leggett’s farm, Griggs Green, a few weeks later
‘“Woolmer Gate’, Griggs Green, soon after

Liphook Post Office, early morning a few weeks later
Weavers Down, early spring 1927

The Telephone Exchange, Liphook Post Office
“Woolmer Gate’, Griggs Green, soon after
Lynchmere Common

The Leggett’s farm, Griggs Green, a few weeks later
Hewshott House, Liphook, summer 1927

“Woolmer Gate’, Griggs Green, some time later
‘Woolmer Gate’, Griggs Green, autumn 1928
Dartmouth, Devon, April 1937

Brixham, Devon, May 1947



EDITED CALENDAR OF EVENTS

1916 Apr: Flora’s brother Edwin killed in action in Belgium
Aug: Thompson family moves from Bournemouth to Liphook
1918 Oct 19: Peter Redmond Thompson born in Liphook
1921 Book of Flora’s poems published: Bog Myrtle & Peat - her first publicity
1922 Flora begins writing her ‘Peverel Papers” nature notes
Sept: Basil Thompson starts at Churchers College (age 12)
1923 Peter Thompson starts school (age 5)
1925 Flora helps to write the Guide to Liphook
1926 Feb: Basil Thompson & Cecil Cluer (Diana’s fiancé) go to Queensland
Thompsons buy Woolmer Gate at Griggs Green
1927 July 6: Vacancy for postmaster at Dartmouth advertised
Aug 3: Appointment of John Thompson to Dartmouth recorded
Sep 9: Woolmer Gate put on the market
Nov: John Thompson moves to Dartmouth on his own
1928 Autumn: Thompson family finally moves out of Griggs Green

1935 John Thompson retires
1938 ‘Lark Rise” accepted by the Oxford University Press
1939 Mar: ‘Lark Rise” published
Flora starts writing ‘Over to Candleford’
1940 Thompsons move from Dartmouth to Brixham
1941 Sept: Peter Thompson lost at sea, aged 22
1942 Flora writes ‘Candleford Green’
1943 Jan: ‘Candleford Green” published
1944 Flora writes ‘Heatherley’
1945 Apr: Trilogy of ‘Lark Rise to Candleford” published
Flora starts writing “Still Glides the Stream’
1946 Aug: ‘Still Glides the Stream” completed, but not published until 1948
1947 May 21: Flora dies in bed in the evening, aged 70
1948 Jul 13: John Thompson dies, aged 74

Note - We have set four of Flora’s poems from Bog Myrtle & Peat
to music for this production: ‘August Again’, ‘Heather’,
‘Dedication’ (to Ronald Macfie) & ‘Home Thoughts’

For further information on Headley Theatre Club

www.headley-village.com/drama — (01428 712892



