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Circular Walk 7 – Haslemere & Blackdown 
Visiting: Camelsdale, Marley Common, Valewood, Blackdown and Haslemere  

Distance approximately 8 miles/13km 
The walk starts and ends at Haslemere Station;  

refreshment in Haslemere 
 

 
 

1 Turn right out of the station, cross the road at the pedestrian crossing and take 
Longdene Road opposite.  Follow it uphill, and just after its junction with 
Courts Hill Road take a footpath to the right.  This descends between fields to 
a stile then past some buildings (Sturt Farm) to a main road.   

2 Cross the road with care, taking the footpath opposite down to the end of a 
residential road.  Follow this road up to a T-junction.  Turn right, then shortly 
left at Marley Combe Road taking the footpath immediately to the right up 
steps into National Trust land. 

3 Follow the track rising up through woodland for nearly three-quarters of a 
mile.  Note that the obvious path is not the public right of way marked on the 
OS map, which starts in a more sunken lane to the right – they begin on 
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parallel courses but diverge later.  Either path will do.  Continue for about 
three-quarters of a mile from the bottom until on Marley Common it crosses 
the Sussex Border Path, where you turn left.  This is where Link Walk E 
leaves us, taking the Sussex Border path to the right.   

4 Follow the Sussex Border Path (also waymarked at this point as the Serpent 
Trail,† which you will follow from here back to Haslemere.)  It eventually 
descends steeply behind houses and across a drive to emerge at a main road. 

5 Turn left and cross the road with care to take Fernden Lane opposite.  After a 
bend, turn left along a bridleway.  Follow signs for both The Serpent Trail 
and the Sussex Border Path, through a gateway at Lake House and across 
duckboards over marshy areas to arrive at the drive to Valewood Farm 
House.  

 

 
Valewood Farm House 

 
6 Follow the drive past the house, then take a track to the left which curves 

further left into National Trust land (Valewood Park).  After passing through 
a gate you have the option of a short sharp climb across the field to your right 
or a more leisurely stroll up the circuitous track to the top.  Go through 
another gate, across an open field and through a further gate.  Follow the 
signed route left.  It passes through rhododendrons, then another gate leads to 
open woodland.  Keep to the marked Serpent Trail, arriving eventually on the 
wooded top of Blackdown. 

7 Here the Serpent Trail diverges from the Sussex Border Path – the former 
takes you on a mile-long diversion to visit Tennyson’s favourite ‘Temple of 

                                                      
†  The Serpent Trail is a 64-mile long waymarked path which winds its way from 

Haslemere to Petersfield by way of Petworth and Midhurst, designed to showcase the 
landscape of the greensand hills in West Sussex.  A Guide to the trail is published by 
the South Downs Joint Committee – ISBN 978-1-900543-42-2 
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the Winds’ viewpoint; the latter misses this and proceeds directly along the 
main track towards the National Trust car parks on Tennyson’s Lane.  Fork 
right and downhill following a bridleway sign and through a National Trust 
gate to arrive on the road opposite the drive to Aldworth. 

 

 
View south-east from the ‘Temple of the Winds’, Blackdown 

 

Alfred Tennyson, Poet Laureate, decided in 1866 to move from the Isle 
of Wight to avoid the sightseers there.  He found his ideal spot and 
moved into his new house Aldworth in 1869.  Built of local sandstone 
800 feet up on Blackdown it was a pioneering effort, only possible for a 
relatively wealthy person.  It was equipped with all the conveniences 
then required by an increasingly sophisticated middle class – it even 
had a bath, something that his other house in the Isle of Wight lacked. 

Tennyson wrote about the view from his ‘Temple of the Winds’:— 

                    “You came, and look’d and loved the view 
                     Long-known and loved by me. 
                     Green Sussex fading into blue 
                     With one grey glimpse of sea.” 

 
8 Follow the road past the drive to Aldworth and downhill.  After about half a 

mile, at the entrance gate to Barfold, take the bridleway to the left.  Follow 
this for just over half a mile to High Barn Farm, where the track deviates on a 
diversion between fences to the right.  Take the path through a gate on your 
left in front of the house and across a field to another gate.  This leads to a 
path through woodland which eventually joins a drive leading to a road.  
Note the old almshouses to the right on the opposite side. 
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9 Cross the road with care and turn left along the wide verge, soon taking a 
footpath to the right.  This descends through National Trust woodland, across 
some plank bridges and through a couple of kissing gates to a junction of 
tracks.   

 Turn left here, following the Serpent Trail.  
The path passes through a kissing gate and 
joins a lane – when the lane turns left, go 
through another kissing gate on the right and 
follow a footpath across a field towards 
buildings.  Go through another gate and turn 
right arriving at Haslemere Town Well set in 
a wall.  This is the end of the Serpent Trail.  
Turn left for the High Street. 

10 At the High Street, turn left down the hill – 
refreshment may be taken at a number of 
places here.  Turn right after the War 
Memorial and follow the road for another 
half a mile to the railway station. 

 
 

Haslemere Town Well 

At the High Street, turn right up the hill to visit Haslemere Educational 
Museum, a few doors away.   

In 1888 the Quaker surgeon Sir Jonathan Hutchinson founded a 
museum in the grounds of his home at Inval in Haslemere. Determined 
to offer educational opportunities to local people he allowed the public 
to enjoy his life's collection of objects of interest in the field of botany, 
geology and social history. The huge popularity of the Museum led to 
the launch of an innovative series of lectures and activities which still 
continues today. In 1926 the Museum arrived at its present site with its 
Georgian facade in the High Street. 

The museum is independent and relies on the financial support of 
visitors and members.  Entry by donation.  Closed on Sundays and 
Mondays. 

 

bbb 


