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Circular Walk 10 – Liss & Hawkley 
Visiting: Liss Forest, Greatham, Hawkley and West Liss 

Distance approximately 9 miles/14.5km 
The walk starts and ends at Liss Station; 

refreshment at The Hawkley Inn  

 
 

1 From the station forecourt, cross the level crossing and shortly turn right to 
follow the Liss Riverside Walk along an old railway track (the military 
railway to Longmoor and Bordon – note the old platform on the right – see 
next page) for just over a mile until it meets a road.  Turn left along the road 
for about a third of a mile (there is a more interesting parallel track through 
woodland to the right for part of the way), passing the Greatham Treatment 
Works before turning right along a public bridleway.   

2 Follow the bridleway which passes a pond on the left and crosses the A3 road 
on a footbridge after about half a mile, then turns right and passes through 
woodland to meet a road.  Turn right here passing houses on the right, then at 
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the end of the houses turn left along a public footpath.  Bear left where paths 
first divide, then follow the main path through plantations to arrive at a gravel 
parking area off a roundabout on the A325. 
 

 
The old platform for the Longmoor Military Railway at Liss 

The Longmoor Military Railway was part of the Army railway system 
which once ran from Bordon Camp via Longmoor Camp to Liss.  
Originally designed in 1903 to train soldiers at Longmoor on railway 
construction and operations, the extension to Liss was opened in 1933. 

The system was closed in October 1969. 

3 Turn left along Digby Way, the short connecting road to Greatham, then turn 
right past the shop and follow the road (Benhams Lane) as it bends left.  
Keep straight on to Benhams Farm.  Here, as the road bears right, take the 
footpath straight ahead through a gate to the right of the farmhouse.  Follow 
the right of way as best you can across a field, over a wooden bridge and 
across another field.  Take the left fork where the way splits in the middle of 
this last field, though the path was not obvious at the time of writing, 
eventually going over a couple of stiles and onto a track.  Turn left along the 
track and follow it across a field, leading to where a stile stands by a hedge.  
Turn right here and follow the hedge at the edge of the field as it rises 
towards a wood.  There are good views to the right. 

4 Go through a gap in the corner of the field and across a plank bridge, then 
along a narrow path bordered on the left by a high wire fence surrounding an 
orchard.  Go into the orchard through a small wooden gate through the fence 
by a metal gate, and follow the track round the top of the orchard and past a 
dilapidated building, bearing right at a hedge, then going out of the orchard 
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through a wide metal gate on the left.  Follow the track ahead which passes 
Le Court buildings on the left.  

Le Court was the site of the first of the Cheshire homes, opened in 
1948 as a residential home for disabled ex-servicemen.  The home was 
closed down in 2002. 

Pass though a barrier, then as the drive bears left take the footpath straight 
ahead going downhill across a field.  Cross a stile and a plank bridge and go 
though some woodland to arrive at a road junction. 

5 Cross the road with care and go along Church Lane straight ahead, soon 
taking a farm track going downhill to the left.  Follow this – eventually it 
becomes less distinct, just some ruts (see below) crossing a field and rising to 
a gate.   
 

 
Head for the top left corner of the field 

 
Turn left in front of this gate and follow the track to the top left corner of the 
field where it goes through another gate and becomes more prominent again, 
rising along the edge of a wood and eventually becoming a metalled lane.  
Shortly after this, take a footpath up a bank to the left and across fields to 
arrive at a road. 

6 Turn right at the road, past a pond, to arrive at a T-junction.  Turn right and 
left taking the road to Hawkley.  In the village, turn left in front of the church 
and left again to arrive at the Hawkley Inn, which can be recommended for 
refreshment.   

The Hangers Way, a 21-mile recreational path from the South Downs 
to Alton, passes through Hawkley.  The ‘hangers’ are steep-sided 
wooded escarpments such as the one described by Gilbert White in his 
Natural History of Selborne. 
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7 Turn left out of the inn, following the road to a T-junction.  Turn right and 
follow the road with care as it goes downhill and bears sharply left.  Halfway 
down the next stretch, take a footpath up the bank to the right.  Use this to 
cross a couple of fields and cut out a bend in the road.  Rejoining the road, 
cross over and take a lane almost directly opposite.  Follow this for a few 
hundred yards then take a footpath over a stile to the right.  Follow this by a 
fence as it winds its way across streams and over stiles to emerge in a field.  
Turn left along the left side of the field to a stile and gate.  Go through more 
fields with stile and gate options, finally joining a track which crosses the A3 
again on a footbridge after about three-quarters of a mile in total. 
 

 
St Peter’s Church, West Liss 

 
8 After crossing the A3 the path bears right to enter a field.  The diagonal path 

shown crossing the field on the map does not seem to exist, so turn left along 
the field edge to arrive at Liss Cemetery.  Opposite is the old church of St 
Peter’s, West Liss.  Go through the cemetery and follow the footpath out at 
the other end.  The path crosses a couple of roads before entering the 
churchyard of St Mary’s, East Liss in about half a mile.  The last section was 
once an old coaching road.  Turn left in front of the vestry door and exit the 
churchyard by the main gate.  Turn right here to follow the road back to Liss 
station. 
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