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Walk 6 – Whitaker Wright’s Way 
Witley to Hindhead & return  

Distance approximately 12 miles/19 km – can be done in sections 
You may start the walk at Witley or Hindhead, visiting Brook, Bowlhead 
Green, South Park moat, Gibbet Hill, Emley Farm, and skirting Witley 
Park. 
 

 
 
 

Starting point Witley Church – map reference SU947397. 
Starting from Hindhead NT car park (SU891358) involves an extra mile and a 
half to get to Point 10 and back – there is no longer (at the time of writing) a car 
park at Gibbet Hill itself. 
 

 
All Saints’ Church, Witley, where Whitaker Wright is buried  

East section Walk 6 
around Witley Park 

 5¼ miles 
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Walk 6 – Whitaker Wright’s Way 
On 26th January 1904, Whitaker Wright, lord of the manor of 
Witley, was convicted of fraud at the High Court in London and 
sentenced to ‘penal servitude for 7 years’.  

He was led to a private room which he had been using during the 
trial, and after a while asked to go to the lavatory.  On returning, he 
helped himself to a glass of whisky and fell on the floor – a few 
minutes later he was dead.  It was discovered that he had taken a 
tablet of potassium cyanide, and washed it down with the whisky.  
They also found a loaded and cocked Smith & Wesson revolver in 
his pocket – the man had been taking no chances!  

Whitaker Wright had been a colourful character during his 58 
years and, despite his wrong-doings in the eyes of the Law, he was 
well-loved by the people of Witley – not least because of the money 
he spent in developing the Park, giving much local employment.  
There were 400–500 workmen kept busy in the grounds, and it is 
said that every time he pointed out a new piece of work to be done, 
the men would gleefully say to each other: “There’s goes another 
£100!” 

He constructed a set of three artificial lakes, and at the centre he 
decided to place a large marble statue of a dolphin which he had 
seen in Italy.  It was too massive for the railway to handle, so he 
had it delivered from Southampton Docks pulled on a special trailer 
by his traction engines.  Some roads had to be widened, and a dip 
dug under a bridge to get it through.  He also built a room under 
one of the lakes, designed by the same engineers he was using to 
construct the Bakerloo line in London. 

However he was not so well thought of in Hindhead, where 
residents observed the visits of gangs of workmen with an ‘infernal 
machine’ which lifted entire holly trees ‘bodily from their place 
with a couple of tons of earth’, and carted them away to Witley. 

On his death, Whitaker Wright’s entire estate came up for auction, 
and this led to the purchase of Hindhead Common and The Devil’s 
Punch Bowl by a group of individuals intent on saving it from 
further damage – they then donated the land to the National Trust. 

Despite being a suicide, Wright was buried in the churchyard of 
All Saints in Witley (on the north side), the ceremony being 
attended by a large number of villagers carrying bunches of violets. 

The majority of Wright’s estate was bought by Lord Pirrie, 
chairman of Harland & Wolff, the Belfast shipbuilders – he was 
also associated with the White Star Line, later to build the Titanic.  
You will see his White Star motif attached to several iron gates 
during this walk (see photo on p.48). 
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1 From Witley Church, turn away from the main road along Church Lane, 

shortly forking left to take the parallel footpath which rises above the road 
(the road passes through a deep cutting at this point).  

 

 
Whitaker Wright’s grave in Witley churchyard 

 
 Continue along the road when the path eventually rejoins it and, in about half 

a mile, take a track on the right to Parsonage Farm. 
2 After a couple of hundred yards, fork left onto a green lane and follow this 

for another half mile or so to meet a main road (A286) near Brook.   
3 Cross the road with care, taking the lane opposite and passing some houses 

on the left.  Note the brick wall on the right, part of the structure which was 
built on Whitaker Wright’s orders to enclose his estate – you will meet it 
often on this walk.   

 

 
Part of Whitaker Wright’s estate wall near Brook 
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At a gatehouse on the right, go through the Wall at a tall iron kissing-gate 
(waymarked ‘GS’ – Greensand Way) and climb steeply through a wood.  
Pass through another kissing-gate before joining a track through fields to 
arrive at a third kissing-gate which takes you through the Wall again, by 
Lower Farm.   

 The path straight ahead across the lane forms the link if you wish to do either 
east or west sections as separate walks – see Point 15. 

 To follow the full walk, turn left down the surfaced lane arriving soon at 
Bowlhead Green (SU917383). 

 

 
 
4 At the green, turn left, then shortly fork right to take the lane called Beech 

Hill which rises to pass under a bridge at the top of a hill then descends to 
meet another road at a T-junction.  Turn right for about half a mile before 
taking a footpath over a stile to the left. 

West section Walk 6 
Bowlhead Green to Hindhead 

& return 6¾ miles 
with gradients 
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5 Follow the waymarked footpath through grassland for just over a mile before 
entering woodland close to the old moat at South Park.  Here there is an inter-
pretation board and a picnic table.  

 

 
Moat at South Park Farm 

 
6 Continue along the footpath heading south past South Park Farm – this 

eventually drops through trees to approach the Waterloo–Portsmouth railway 
line which is on an embankment here.  Cross a stream, pass through a tall 
iron ‘Pirrie’ kissing-gate and arrive at a wooden gate leading to a track. 

7 Turn right along the track which soon passes through the garden of a house 
before continuing uphill through woodland towards Hindhead.  Above the 
woodland the path is flanked by gorse.  After slightly less than half a mile, 
look for a footpath (not clearly signed) to the left which rises through coppice 
woods and can be a little overgrown in places.  At the top of the rise you 
arrive at a junction of tracks.  

8 Turn right – the track splits: either track will do, but the more level one to the 
right is easier – it winds upwards, entering National Trust property after a 
sharp left-hand bend (note yet another ‘Pirrie’ kissing-gate to the right at this 
point).  A few hundred yards after this, at the top of a rise, there is a junction 
of tracks.  Turn right, and in a few yards you will find a large octagonal stone 
base on your right – this is known locally as the ‘Temple of the Winds’ (see 
Walk 8 for another) from which there is a good view over some of the land 
you have covered in this walk. 

 

 
‘Temple of the Winds’ near Hindhead 
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9 Continue along the same track for just under half a mile to a metal barrier 
where a BOAT (Byway Open to All Traffic) crosses.  Take the path straight 
ahead which rises sharply to the top of Gibbet Hill – on a clear day it is 
possible to see London from here. 

10 Head for the stone cross (where the gibbet used to stand) taking a narrower 
path through the heather to the right just before you get to it (see photo).  
Carry straight on where this crosses a track (ignoring the sign left to the 
Greensand Way) and continue downhill for about half a mile as the path 
becomes a woodland road and finally meets a lane at Boundless Farm. 

 

 
The Cross on the site of the old gibbet, Hindhead,  

showing the path to take through the heather to the right 
 
11 Turn right along the lane – another lane joins from the right, then at the 

following junction take the lane going straight ahead (signposted Bowlhead 
Green) and in about 300 yards take a bridleway to the left signposted 
Halnacker Hill. 

12 Shortly, take a footpath to the right over a stile into National Trust land, 
crossing a field and climbing a hill through a copse.  Follow the footpath over 
the top of the hill and down through Emley Farm (a National Trust property).   

13 Pass a barn raised on staddle stones and follow the right-of-way down a track 
lined with metal gates.  Cross a stile to the left just before a closed gate, then 
fork right over a stile by another gate where the sunken track carries straight 
on.  Cross a field and continue downhill following waymarks along a variety 
of tracks and crossing a number of stiles, eventually to cross a stream and 
meet a track running along the valley.  Turn right, and shortly meet a 
surfaced lane.   

14 Turn right here and follow the Greensand Way across a lawn between low 
stone walls past Cosford Farm.  At a junction, fork left and up stone steps, 
then up a further short rise to a stile and across a field to a kissing-gate which 
leads to a lane.   

15 The path straight ahead across the lane forms the link if you wish to do either 
east or west sections as separate walks.   
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To follow the full walk, turn left down the lane (French Lane) for a good half 
mile, then round a right-hand bend, taking a bridleway straight ahead as the 
lane bears left again.  Follow this past Lake Cottages to a cross-roads of 
bridle paths.   

16 Turn right to follow Whitaker Wright’s Wall – sadly, his Wall blocks any 
view of his landscaping marvels within the park.  The bridleway joins a lane 
at the Thursley Lodge entrance to Witley Park.  Carry on along the lane, 
noting views to the left across National Trust land.   

17 Cross the main A286 road with care and continue along the lane (Roke Lane) 
opposite.  In slightly under half a mile, as the lane bears left take a track to 
the right past houses.  This becomes a footpath which descends and then 
bends to the right around a private pond.  Follow it up two dozen brick steps, 
then to the left and steadily rising through woods to arrive at Church Lane, 
Witley. 

 Turn left for All Saints’ church and the White Hart pub. 
 
 

 
The ‘White Star’ emblem of Lord Pirrie –  

seen on many of the gates of his estate  
which still exist around Hindhead  
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View looking east from Gibbet Hill, Hindhead 
 


