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Walk 1 – Four Bridges 
Distance approximately 6¼ miles/10km 
The walk starts and ends in Headley High Street, visiting Trottsford, Cradle 
Lane, Dockenfield, Huntingford Bridge, Saunders Green, and The Hanger.  
It crosses the River Wey and the River Slea. 

 

 
 
1 From the Holly Bush, turn right along Headley High Street, past the church 

and the old rectory, and just before Belmont take a path to the left.  This 
crosses a road and then passes along two sides of the Holme School grounds, 
emerging on a road (Church Lane) at a right-angle bend.   

The Holme School takes its name from Dr George Holme, Rector of 
Headley 1718–65, who gave the parish a school in 1755.  The original 
building stands beside the Village Green. 
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Church Lane takes its name from the fact that it forms part of the old 
track from Headley church towards the outlying parts of the parish on 
the way to Farnham.  You will follow it, with some modern diversions, 
as far as Trottsford bridge. 

2 Turn left along Church Lane (a cul-de-sac) and at its end pass through a 
footpath gate and downhill across fields.  You emerge by Huntingford Farm, 
at the junction of Curtis Lane and Frensham Lane.   

Huntingford Farm was built around 1774, according to a rent-roll of that 
date which has an entry for John Huntingford of: “one close called 
Church-field with a tenement thereon newly erected containing 4 acres 
lying at Lackmore-cross on the south part of Curtis Lane” – we assume 
it is this building.  It was thatched until 1959, when the roof was lost in a 
fire.  (You will encounter another Huntingford later in the walk – a 
confusing example of duplicate names in the parish). 

3 The original route to Trottsford would have gone right and then left here, past 
Linsted Farm and Headley Wood Farm, but this is now closed as a right of 
way.  Instead, turn left, following Frensham Lane towards Lindford for a 
short distance, then take the bridleway to the right, which follows the road 
uphill for a while before turning right, becoming rather rutted and narrow as 
it heads downhill between a hedge and a fence towards the river.  After a left-
hand bend, the track becomes considerably wider, then muddy as it passes 
through woodland which was once a watermeadow, to cross the River Wey 
by way of an old aqueduct (see below).  It then zigzags sharply uphill.   

 

 
Aqueduct over the River Wey at Headley Wood 

The aqueduct over the River Wey is part of an extensive system of 
channels which once extended along the river, through this parish and 
beyond, to regulate the watermeadows.  Water was diverted from the 
river by a weir into a header ditch, which had a number of sluices along 
its length allowing water to be spread evenly over the meadow in a 
controlled fashion before draining back into the river.  This system 
added nutrients to the land, allowing early crops of fodder to be 
produced, and a second cut to be made later in the year. 
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4 At the second gate, at the top of a rise, look back the way you have come – if 
the trees are not obscuring it, and if you know where to look, you may just 
make out the top of Headley Church tower nestling among the treetops.  Here 
you rejoin the course of the original route before it was diverted.  Turn left 
along the bridleway and after about half a mile follow it through a gate 
(where Walk 6 and the Royal Woolmer Way join us from the left), along a 
woodland track, past a Forestry Commission nursery, and uphill towards a 
road. 

On the ridge to your left just before reaching the road is a Bronze Age 
tumulus.  There are several of these around the Woolmer Forest area. 

 Note: The walk follows the Royal Woolmer Way to point 8. 
5 Cross the road and take the footpath ahead dipping across a field (the site of 

an old sandpit) then rising sharply to a stile.  Turn right along a track, 
concreted at first through Trottsford Farm, which eventually crosses a stone 
bridge over the River Slea.   

The track through Trottsford Farm marks an old route to Farnham, prior 
to the building of the turnpike (now A325) around 1832, as indicated by 
the substantial nature of the bridge over the Slea.  This bridge has no 
specific name in historical records as far as we can tell. 

6 At a junction of tracks, take the footpath marked to the right which is routed 
around the forecourt of the sand-quarrying works and follow it beside the 
works road between a hedge and the sand pits to arrive at Cradle Lane (7).   

 

 
Cradle Lane with Baigents Bridge in the distance  

– view from where Walks 1 & 2 cross Cradle Lane. 
 

According to legend, Cradle Lane is so named because the gypsies 
used a copse along it for their winter quarters, and the women gave 
birth to their babies in the Spring before setting out on their Summer 
travelling.  There are tales of ghostly apparitions along this lane.  

7 The third of the four bridges of the title is just down the lane to the right – it 
is known as Baigents Bridge and is now a footbridge next to a ford across the 
Slea – but our route does not lie in that direction.  Instead, take the footpath 
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indicated on the other side of the lane and bear to the left (the path is not well 
defined) over a slight hill, across a ditch by a rubble ‘bridge’ and through a 
gap in a hedge directly ahead.  It can be muddy here.  Follow the field uphill 
(passing from Hampshire into Surrey) heading to the right of the half-
timbered house (Great Holt), to a stile in the top corner of the field.  Cross 
this, then another by a gate to a road.  Turn left up the road to a triangular 
junction and turn right there (Old Lane). 

Great Holt was built on the site of an earlier farmhouse by Boyce 
Combe.  During World War II the building was taken over as a girls’ 
Convent which remained there until the 1980s. 

8 After about two hundred yards, Walk 2 diverges on a footpath to the left. 
 Our walk continues along Old Lane for about half a mile, then takes a 

footpath to the right opposite Manor Farm (9).   
Look diagonally to your right as you walk down the road and you may 
see light aircraft using the Wishanger airstrip. 

9 The path follows a farm track to a gate then cuts across an open field towards 
a distant hedge.  Turn right at the hedge to follow a farm track in a left-
handed curve through some gates (and back into Hampshire) with views 
across the Wey valley to your left.  Just before the track emerges into an open 
field the right of way turns right up a track well-used by animals which soon 
becomes a path through light woodland. 

10 This is a magnificent part of the walk in the bluebell season.  After about half 
a mile the right of way turns left and descends by steps (take care) to a 
kissing gate, then across a field to meet a surfaced road near Huntingford 
Bridge (11). 

 

 
Huntingford Bridge over the River Wey 

 
Huntingford Cottage and Forge, close to the bridge on the opposite 
side, go back into antiquity.  The Collins family were blacksmiths here 
for many years, and at the autumn manoeuvres of 1874 we are told 
Dan Collins shoed a horse here for Prince Arthur, Duke of Connaught.  
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Today the forge is still used, though not for shoeing horses. 
11 Turn left and go over the bridge to a T-junction.  You now have the choice of 

footpath or bridleway to take you straight ahead up the opposite hill – either 
will bring you out on another surfaced road near Pickett’s Hill Farm. 

 

 
Bridleway up to Pickett’s Hill. 

 
12 Turn left and follow this road for about half a mile to a large green triangle 

(Saunders Green).  Keep to the right-hand road, which descends past 
Bayfields Farm approaching the River Wey again (largely invisible through 
woodlands on the right), and turn left along The Hanger. 

The area round this junction was once known as Bilford (or Billyford), 
but the name now seems to have passed from living memory.  On your 
left is Hartfield House where Commander Stephen King Hall lived 
during World War II – he was an MP, well-known radio commentator, 
and high on Hitler’s most-wanted list. 

13 Go along The Hanger and into the hamlet of Arford. 
There was once a sheep dip near to where the pumping station is now.  
Nearby was The Wheatsheaf Inn, demolished in 2001 (see photo p.18).  
The stream known locally as the Ar flows under the road here.  Just 
upstream, at the bottom of Beech Hill Road, there is reputed to have 
been a tannery, which would have made the air in this part of the 
village less than salubrious at that time. 

Arford once contained several shops, but only The Crown public house 
remains now as a business (see photo p.26). 

14 Turn right up Long Cross Hill to return to the High Street. 
Note: The booklet ‘To the Ar and Back’ (published by The Headley Society) 
gives more details of the history of this area. 
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