Walk 10 — Walk with the Devil

Distance approximately 13% miles/22km

This walk starts and ends at the National Trust car park in Pond Road,
visiting Whitmore Vale, Barford, Frensham Great Pond, the Devil’s Jumps,
the Devil’s Punch Bowl, Hindhead, Tunnel portal, Nutcombe Valley, Miss
James’ Walk, Stoney Bottom, Waggoners Wells and Ludshott Common.

A number of gradients to climb — will take longer than average to complete.
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For notes and illustrations up to point 9, see Walk 7.
1 From the car park, follow Furze Hill Road uphill — where it bends to the
right, keep straight ahead on a deep-rutted footpath climbing through woods.
Follow this to emerge at a junction of unmade roads.
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2

Cross straight over into Oakhill Road — follow this as it bends to the left, and
at its dead-end take the footpath to the right and downhill between fence and
hedge to join Linden Road as it descends to the bottom of the valley.

Turn left along Honeysuckle Lane, and very soon right, up the steep Wilsons
Road to meet Grayshott Road.

Look for a public footpath sign on the opposite side of the road — take this
path, which follows inside the boundary of the housing estate, crossing the
end of a cul-de-sac before exiting through a gap in the fence at the bottom
left hand corner. Bear right to cross a tarmac drive and take the footpath
opposite. This proceeds in a fairly straight line through woods, passing
paddocks on the right and some clear land on the left before descending a
steep-sided valley, then rising even more steeply up the other side until it
meets a road.

Cross the road (Hammer Lane) and take the footpath diagonally to the left
which descends through woods to Whitmore (or Whitmoor) Vale Road. Turn
left for a short distance, then take the footpath to the right.

The path descends through a landscaped area to cross the stream on a bridge
made of railway sleepers. Climb the steep path on the other side to meet a
track running along the side of the valley.

Turn left along the track, which soon runs between iron fences and descends
passing the sites of three old water mills. Towards the bottom it joins a
surfaced road before arriving next to Barford bridge at Churt Road.

Cross Churt Road and take the footpath by the water pumping station. This
first rises then descends to meet the stream again at a footbridge and ford.
Do not cross the stream but turn right to follow the track, which climbs past
Ivy Cottage to meet Lampard Lane near Barford Court. Turn left along the
lane passing the road to Symondstone (alternatively Simmonstone).

Note: Walk 7 turns left here down the road to Simmonstone.

Where Lampard Lane/Star Hill bears right, take a surfaced track straight
ahead which becomes a bridle path after the entrance to Fallowfield Way.
Follow this generally downbhill to arrive eventually at the road running along
the south side of Frensham Great Pond.

The pond is not natural, but was created along with several others in
the 13th century to provide fish stocks for the Bishops of Winchester.
These used to be drained in rotation every five years or so, and barley
grown for a season on the exposed bed. It was said that this cleansed
it, and prevented growths such as blue-green algae from appearing.

Note: Frensham Pond Hotel lies a few hundred yards to the left along the
road which also links to Walk 2 and the ‘outer ring’.

10 Turn right along the road to its junction with the main A287 Farnham—

Hindhead road.

11 Turn left along the verge, then shortly cross the road to take the bridleway

opposite. Walk along this sandy track away from the pond, following
number 42 on waymarkers. Pass houses and a pond on the right with King’s
Ridge on the left before meeting a surfaced road near a footbridge and ford.
Turn right and cross the bridge.
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View of Frensham Great Pond from the south shore

12 Go down the road for just over a quarter of a mile, taking the first bridleway
(as distinct from footpath) to the right. This passes Axe Pond on the right
and heads over flat ground towards and the mounds known as the Devil’s
Jumps. At a junction, take the footpath which goes straight ahead and
eventually up steps to the top of the left-most Jump, from which there is a
good view back over Frensham Common.

Steps up to the Jumps from the north

There used to be an observatory on top of the middle Jump belonging
to Richard Carrington, the eccentric astronomer — this has now gone.

13 From the top of the Jump, take one of the footpaths down the other side,
passing between fences to meet a road near the Pride of the Valley
crossroads.

David Lloyd George lived in this area from 1921 to his death in 1943 —
hence the Welsh dragons associated with the Inn. More recently a
sculpture park has been opened in the valley opposite.
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14 Turn left past the Pride of the Valley and cross the main road to take the road
opposite signposted Thursley and Elstead. Follow this as it rises slowly.
After about a quarter of a mile look for a track on the left (where cars may
park) into military land — turn right along a wide, grassy track parallel to the
road. At the end of a fence surrounding a house and garden, take a small gate
on the right towards the road. Turn left along another track parallel to the
road, which it eventually joins by a road-sign to Pitch Place. After a few
hundred yards of walking along the road again, take the byway to the right.

The Pride of the Valley inn

15 Follow the byway as it climbs steadily. Keep right at a fork and then cross
straight over a surfaced road. Note that the track can become very muddy
through a sunken section above this point, and there is no alternative path —
waterproof footwear recommended. Through a gate into National Trust land,
the track becomes easier as it follows a line of electricity cables uphill. Note
the stubby Robertson Memorial to the left just before the track reaches the
top of the rise — there are good views from here.

The Robertson Memorial overlooking the Devil’s Punch Bowl
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Continue along the track as it levels out and crosses a cattle grid. From here,
keep to the path following the rim of the Devil’s Punch Bowl to arrive at the
National Trust car park and café.

View across the Devil’s Punch Bowl to traffic on the A3 in 2005

16 Cross the course of the pre-tunnel A3 road and take the track opposite which
skirts the edge of the common to the left of the Devil’s Punch Bowl Hotel.

17 After about a hundred yards,
look for a gap to the right :
between garages and go past ﬁ\
Hindhead House through a A
small estate to the A287
Hindhead—Haslemere road.

When Hindhead House
was built by Professor
John Tyndall in 1884 it
was the first to be built on
Hindhead. He moved
here because, according e A —
to him, the air on Hind- Hindhead House, alone in 1884

head was as pure as that

in the Alps. Very soon afterwards, and much to his distress, others moved
in on hearing this and built houses of their own nearby.

18 Cross the road and pass by a metal barrier into National Trust woodland.
Follow the path straight ahead which soon drops steeply into Nutcombe
Valley. To your right is the south portal of the A3 Hindhead Tunnel. At a
complex of junctions in the valley, turn left then shortly right, up the opposite
slope.

Note: Walk 13 (the Link to complete the ‘outer ring’) leaves us to go down
the valley at this point.

19 Follow the path taking forks uphill where possible. This higher part is
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known as ‘Miss James’s Walk’, after Miss Marian James who left the land to
the National Trust in 1908. The path leaves NT land, passes Fir Cottage and
meets a road (Hazel Grove) at a bend. Turn right and follow the path/cycle
route past the entrance to the Royal School and across the roundabouts over
the A3.

20 Turn left, then shortly right into a National Trust track known as Pollock’s
Path. Follow this to its end at Crossways Road.

Sir Frederick Pollock followed John Tyndall’s example and moved to
Hindhead in 1884, building Hindhead Copse (now part of the Royal
School). He was instrumental in opening and naming the Fox &
Pelican in Grayshott as a ‘Refreshment House’ in 1899, but left the
district in 1904 considering it had become too crowded. Shortly before
his death in 1937, he advised on the form of the Abdication Act.

21 Cross the road, turning right along the pavement then shortly left down
Stoney Bottom.

Stoney Bottom, Grayshott

22 Follow the descent of Stoney Bottom valley. After about half a mile, pass a
track to the right which leads up to the centre of Grayshott village.

Note the house called Broomsquires. Several of the properties in this
area began life as humble dwellings used by makers of brooms, who
collected materials from the heath and referred to themselves as
‘broomsquires’.

Note: The route follows Walk 8 in a reverse direction from this point — see
pp.46—44 for notes on this section.

23 Continue down the valley ignoring tracks to right and left. After passing a
barrier by a pumping station the way becomes narrower and sometimes
muddy. Eventually the path leaves the bottom of the valley to run along the
left-hand bank and passes some small ponds, then it goes over a rise into
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woods and down to cross a ditch by the road to the National Trust car park.

24 From here, paths run down both sides of the three Waggoners Wells ponds to
the dam of the bottom pond.

25 Keep to the north side at this third dam and follow the path along the valley
bank arriving at the house called Summerden. The path turns left in front of
the garden gate, following the garden wall downwards past the Wishing Well
to arrive at a junction by the stream where a track goes left over a footbridge.
Note: Walk 14 (the Flora Thompson Trail) leaves us to go across the bridge
at this point.

26 Carry straight on, leaving the stream to the left. The track is usually muddy
here. After about two hundred yards take a footpath to the left which goes
over a stile into woodland.

27 Follow the footpath across a private woodland track and sharply uphill
through trees to a stile at the edge of a field. Cross the field following a fence
to another stile, then along a short holly-lined track. The house called Priors
is to the right.

Note: Walk 14 (the Flora Thompson Trail) crosses on its way back to
Grayshott at this point.

28 Our way goes over Ludshott Common. Cross straight over the bridleway
here, then over another following a path which dips and eventually rises to a
crossing of tracks known as ‘Charing Cross’.

29 Carry straight on, ignoring a turn to the right, and descend to a junction of
tracks, often muddy.

30 Keep to the valley following the track back to the start point.

OO O
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