Walk 3 — Pots & Oaks

Alice Holt Forest
Distance approximately 7 miles/11 km

The walk starts at Rowledge and circles Alice Holt Forest, also visiting the

northern River Wey.
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Starting point Glenbervie Inclosure car park — map reference SU821431.
Parking also available at Abbotts Wood Inclosure and Holt Pound Inclosure.

1 From the car park, take the gravel track into the forest. At a junction take the
gravel track to the left (which is also a cycle route). Follow this through the
forest for about a mile and a half in a generally southerly direction, always
forking left where the track splits, until it bears slightly to the right to pass a

wooden gate and meet a road.
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Walk 3 — Pots & Oaks

Pots: Within Alice Holt Forest are the remains of large-scale
pottery-making activities from Roman times.

From about AD60 to the 5th century potters here produced coarse,
grey kitchen wares for the London market and others in the south-
east, using wood from the local forest to fire kilns constructed
largely of turves.

Qaks: Alice Holt Forest has been planted with oaks from medieval
times — it is recorded in the Bishop of Winchester’s Pipe Rolls that
52 oaks were ‘brought from Alice Holt by John Buckingham’ in the
year 1373.

The Forestry Commission has no history of the forest before 1812
when the forest was re-planted after timber had been cut to build
ships for the Navy during the Napoleonic Wars. It is known that in
1784 a thousand oaks were cut for this purpose.

In 1814, inventor Joseph Bramah became ill in the forest while
demonstrating his hydraulic tree-lifting device to the Admiralty,
and later died.

2 Cross the road and take the track opposite to the right of a house. The track
widens and descends, crossing another main track (access to Abbotts Wood
car park) before arriving at a gate and stile, then crossing a meadow to
another gate and stile, eventually arriving at the A325 road.

Gate and stile to meadow by Abbotts Wood Inclosure

You are close to the area which in Roman times had many kilns
making pottery from the clay soil. The A325 to your left cuts across the
sites of main activity.

28



Walk 3

3 Cross the road with care and patience (sight lines are good, but traffic can be
fast and frequent). After crossing, do not follow the right-of-way straight
ahead, but instead turn right to follow a less obvious track leading through
woodland at an angle to the road. Note that the suggested route here,
although through ‘Open Access’ land, is not a public right of way and may
be closed to walkers if forestry work is in progress. After about 600 yards
the track bears right, and after another half mile or so it rises to emerge in an
old forestry car park — this leads to a road.

4 Turn right along the road, and almost immediately left down a straight road
between houses. At the end of this, turn left along a track which is fenced on
the right. Pass through a wooden barrier and turn right at the next junction,
following the fence. Proceed straight across the next junction of tracks onto a
straight track which shortly runs alongside the Forestry Commission
Research Station, established on the site of the former Great Lodge which for
centuries was the home of the Ranger of the Royal Forest of Alice Holt and
Woolmer. Pass through another wooden barrier and bear left in front of
houses along a tarmac track. Follow this (which links the Research Station to
the railway station at Bentley) passing a fenced-off pond on the left. Turn
right at a crossroad of tracks immediately after the pond (note the view
ahead) taking a gravel track which leads in half a mile or so to the car park by
Holt Pound Inclosure.

5 Turn left along the road and soon take the footpath straight ahead where the
road bears left. Shortly, where the track forks, keep straight ahead along the
less obvious path through woodland. This leads to a stile and a railway level
crossing (Waterloo to Alton) — take the normal precautions. After a second
stile, follow the path straight through light woodland to emerge at the top of a
field. Aim for the stile which can be seen with a building beyond at the
bottom of the hill. Beyond that may be seen traffic on the A31 trunk road.

Footpath by the northern River Wey

6 Cross the stile, turn right along the lane (past sign Dual Carriageway Ahead!)
and take the stile and footpath to the right, opposite the gate to Bentley Mill.
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This path runs along the side of the northern River Wey for about three-
quarters of a mile and can be a little overgrown, narrow and slippery in
places. Go under the railway bridge at the end of the last meadow and take
the path uphill straight ahead — this becomes a farm track and then a paved
lane. Just after Holt Pound House, go through a kissing-gate on the right
onto a large green (an old cricket ground) and cross to the pub on the other
side. Enter the pub garden and cross it to a gate leading onto the main A325
road.

Looking back across the old cricket ground at Holt Pound

The old cricket ground was known as the Oval — the home of Farnham
Cricket Club for many years. Several early county matches were
played here, and in 1808 a Surrey team beat an all-England team here.
It is said that the more famous Surrey ground of the same name in
London was named after this one!

7 Cross the main road with care and proceed along the green track opposite.
This briefly becomes a service road to stables — as it bears right, look for the
continuation of the track as a path straight ahead, immediately to the right of
Glen Cottage. Follow this path across a stream to arrive at a road. Turn left
along the pavement, and shortly right into Forest Glade which is a cul-de-sac.
Towards the end of the road go past a wooden barrier on the right and into
Alice Holt Forest again. Follow the track through woodland and shortly take
the first turn left along a less-frequented path. This winds its way past the
garden fences of some houses on the left, finally to reach the start point.
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