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Walk 4 – Monks & Fish 
Frensham ponds & Waverley Abbey 

Total distance approximately 10 miles/16 km – can be done in sections 
The walk starts at Frensham Great Pond, visiting Frensham village, 
Waverley Abbey (optional extension), Tilford and Frensham Little Pond. 

 

 

South section Walk 4
Great Pond to Little Pond 

& return 3½ miles 

North section Walk 4
Little Pond to Tilford  

& return 4½ miles 

Walk 4 extension
Waverley Abbey  
& return 2 miles 
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Starting point Frensham Great Pond car park –  map reference SU844406.  
Parking also available at Frensham Little Pond, Tilford and Waverley Abbey. 

Walk 4 – Monks & Fish 
Waverley Abbey, founded in 1128 by the Bishop of Winchester, 
was the first abbey in England where monks of the Cistercian order 
settled.  It was dissolved by Henry VIII in 1536 and is now in ruins. 
 
Frensham Great and Little Ponds were two of the several fish ponds 
constructed for the Bishop of Winchester in his diocese, probably in 
the mid-1200s, by damming streams.  In the case of the Great pond, 
the stream formed the border between Surrey and Hampshire. 

Each of his ponds was emptied in rotation every five years or so, 
and a crop of barley grown for a season on the exposed bed.  This 
was said to cleanse it, and prevent growths such as the blue-green 
algae from appearing. 

During the second world war, the ponds were drained for a 
different reason – to confuse German air raiders who had them 
marked on their maps. 

 
1 From the car park, walk back towards the road along the entry drive and turn 

right along a bridleway.  Fork left in about 300 yards along a path which rises 
through gorse and birch, and turn left at the next junction.  This path bears 
right and is bordered by heather.  Look for a public footpath to the left which 
descends to the road.   

 

 
St Mary’s Church and churchyard, Frensham 

 
2 Turn left onto the road, then almost immediately right through safety bars 



Walk 4 

33 

onto another footpath which passes a housing estate to meet the road through 
Frensham village.  Turn left on this road, then almost immediately right down 
a track by the side of the churchyard.  Follow this track as it bears right and 
crosses the Southern River Wey over a wooden bridge.  Immediately after the 
bridge turn right through a small gate to follow a footpath which runs 
between fences and crosses a drive before emerging through another small 
gate onto a wider track.  Follow this – it narrows and eventually crosses a 
stream.  Turn right and look for a five-way fingerpost on high ground up to 
the left.  Go to this and take the footpath straight ahead, keeping the fence 
and playing field to the left.  (Alternatively, if you wish to visit the Holly 
Bush pub at Shortfield, take the path across the playing field to the road and 
return here afterwards).  The footpath passes behind some property 
boundaries and comes to the A287 at Millbridge, opposite the entrance drive 
to Pierrepont.  

The building on your right was The Mariners hotel for many years.  It 
then became a refreshment house called The Bridge. 

3 Cross the road with care and turn right along the pavement to cross the River 
Wey again.  Turn down Priory Lane on the left, signposted Frensham Little 
Pond, and walk along this for a good quarter of a mile.  Just after it turns to 
the right, take a bridleway on the left and follow this for nearly half a mile to 
a cross-roads of tracks. 

 

 
Tancred’s Ford across the Southern River Wey 

 
4 Turn left and descend gently to cross the river once more over a wooden 

bridge by a Tancred’s Ford.  The track continues through Pierrepoint Farm 
which belongs to The Countryside Restoration Trust.  After passing through 
a metal gate, stay on the path straight ahead.  This enters woodland and runs 
between wire fences (note the RSPB sign).  After about a mile there are 
views to the right across fields to Tilford.  Soon after this the path passes the 
entrance to Tilford Reeds and turns right joining its drive to meet a road.  
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To the left, about a third of a mile along the road is the Rural Life 
Centre, ‘The biggest countryside collection in the south of England’. 

5 Cross the road and take the bridleway directly opposite.  This continues 
through trees, bearing right after about 500 yards and descending to a road.  
Cross this and take Sheephatch Lane opposite which bridges the northern 
tributary of the River Wey after about a quarter of a mile.   

6 If taking the short-cut to Tilford, turn right here after crossing the bridge, up 
a steep bridleway to meet the returning walk at point 10.  Otherwise, if 
proceeding to visit Waverley Abbey, carry straight on along the road as it 
rises.  Approaching the top of the hill, turn left along the Greensand Way. 

7 Proceed along the sunken lane, turning left at a junction in front of a metal 
gate.  The track soon has the river below to its left with views through the 
trees across to Waverley Abbey.   

8 On meeting a main road (B3001), turn left and follow it downhill turning left 
with it at the bottom to cross the river.  The entrance to Waverley Abbey is 
soon on the left.  

 

 
Ruins of Waverley Abbey 

 
9 After visiting the ruins, return the way you have come to reach point 7 again.  

Cross straight over the road following the Greensand Way.  In about a 
quarter of a mile this meets the path coming up from the right which is the 
short-cut from Point 6. 

10 Continue along the Greensand Way and, after passing some houses in another 
quarter of a mile, take a right fork off their surfaced accommodation lane.  
The path drops into the river valley where the confluence of the northern and 
southern tributaries of the River Wey can be seen across the fields.  Turn 
right at the road, crossing the old road bridge to Tilford village green and the 
Barley Mow pub. 

11 With your back to the Barley Mow, head diagonally across the right-hand 
corner of the village green and cross the road to a footpath branching off the 



Walk 4 

35 

drive to The Malt House.  After passing between high cypress hedges, it 
follows more or less the bank of the southern River Wey for half a mile 
before joining a surfaced accommodation track to Meadow End Farm, then 
shortly crosses a stile to join an unsurfaced byway.  This section of the walk 
can be extremely muddy after rainy weather.  

12 Follow the byway to its junction with a road near to the head of Frensham 
Little Pond.   
Note the track to the right just before the junction with the road – this links to 
Point 4 and joins the two loops of the full walk together, allowing for two 
shorter walks if preferred. 

 

 
Frensham Little Pond and the tracks by its side 

 
13 Turn left at the road, then shortly right through the end of the National Trust 

car park, turning left to head for the pond.  Follow any of the several tracks 
parallel with the pond’s shore, and carry straight on and slightly uphill at a 5-
way junction of tracks.  Cross straight over a sandy byway and take the path 
up to the top of a ridge.   

This is ‘King’s Ridge’, so named because Edward VII once reviewed 
troops from it.  There are Bronze Age burial mounds here. 

14 Cross the bridleway running along the top of the ridge and look for a path 
down the opposite side.  (This path is not always easy to follow due to 
erosion – use the bridleway descending further to the left if necessary).  Turn 
left along a bridleway at the bottom of the slope, then right where this joins 
another and shortly meets the main road (A287).  Cross the road with care.  
Follow the bridleway opposite, eventually returning to your start point by 
way of the outward track – alternatively turn off to explore the paths, 
boardwalks and nature trails here first. 
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