Walk 5 — Broomsquires’ Trail

Hindhead to Thursley Common & return
Distance approximately 10% miles/16.5 km — can be done in sections

You may start the walk at either Hindhead or Thursley, visiting Gibbet
Hill, the Devil’s Punch Bowl, Thursley and Thursley National Nature

Reserve.
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Walk 5

Starting point map references SU891358 (Hindhead NT car park) or SU903397
(Three Horseshoes, Thursley). Note that parking at Thursley is also available by

the recreation ground SU899398.

If starting from Hindhead, begin at Point 1. If starting from Thursley, begin at
Point 6 if you wish to visit Thursley Common, or at Point 13 to visit Hindhead.

1 From the NT car park, follow signs for the

‘Sailor’s Stroll” trail — this joins the route of the
old coach road from London to Portsmouth
which was in use until the lower route of the
A3 (now closed) was cut in 1826; the main
road now travels underneath in a tunnel. After
about half a mile, note the Sailor’s Stone on
your left. There are views from here, said to be
to points as distant as High Wycombe in Bucks.

A sailor walking to Portsmouth was
brutally murdered here in September
1786 by three men, who were subse-

quently caught, tried and executed near Sailor’s Stone on Hindhead

the scene of their crime, being hanged on

a gibbet. This stone, telling the tale, was erected in memory of the

sailor, whose name was unknown?.

He was buried in Thursley

churchyard (see later). Sabine Baring-Gould used the sailor's murder

as the starting point for his novel The Broom-squire.

Continue along the old coach road, following it as
it bears left, passes an old milestone and drops
gently to cross the course of the old main road
again. This is now used as access to the Youth
Hostel.

Proceed along the old coach road which rises ahead
in its original (unpaved) form. This is waymarked
as the Greensand Way and follows the eastern edge
of the Punch Bowl down towards Thursley. After
about a mile, at Highfield there is a cluster of
buildings and it becomes a surfaced lane.

Continue down the surfaced lane (note: you will
revisit a section of this at Hedge Farm on the return
route), arriving in just over half a mile outside the
church of St Michael and All Angels, Thursley.

Visit the churchyard to see the ornate stone
at the Sailor’s grave on the north side of the
church.

Sailor’s grave in
Thursley churchyard

" For further information, including an idea as to the sailor’s identity, see Who was the

sailor murdered at Hindhead? by Peter Moorey
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Walk 5

5 Follow the lane past cottages to the green triangle at the centre of Thursley
village.

If you wish to return directly to Hindhead from here, proceed left to Point 13 —
otherwise turn right to find the ‘Three Horseshoes’ pub.

Walk 5 — Broomsquires’ Trail

Rev Sabine Baring-Gould wrote a novel ‘The Broom-squire’ in
1896 with scenes set in and around the Devil’s Punch Bowl at
Hindhead and Thursley Common at the turn of the 18th century.
His story mixed dramatic fiction with an element of local reality,
and here we follow his landscape from the story’s beginning at the
Sailor’s Stone on Hindhead to its end at Thor’s Stone on Thursley

Common.

In the story, a broomsquire named Jonas Kink living in the Punch
Bowl finds a baby girl supposedly dropped by the murdered sailor,
and brings her to Thursley to be brought up by a publican there.

Years pass, and Jonas claims the girl Matabel as his reluctant
wife. She runs away from him with their baby and hides in the
wastes of Thursley Common. He eventually catches up with her at
Thor’s Stone ...

6 From the Three Horseshoes at Thursley, take the road east, and in a few
yards turn left down a public bridleway to the left of a house drive, emerging
on the common. Take the second track to the right (not a right-of-way on the
OS map, but marked with an English Nature sign ‘Pedestrians only please’).
Follow this largely sandy track — after about half a mile it descends sharply
(with a good view ahead) eventually to meet another track at a T-junction.

7 Turn left, then in about 100 yards take the less distinct (leftmost) of two
tracks sharply to the right. Follow this, heading generally eastwards towards
a low hillside of trees. Within the trees to the left of the path is Cricklestone,
used for centuries as a parish boundary marker (see OS map SU 91333 40664
where the dots of the boundary between Peper Harow and Thursley parishes
form a ‘V’ here). To find it, take a path off to the left just before the main
track begins to fall and look to your right through the trees — it may be
difficult to spot when covered in pine needles, etc. The photo opposite shows
it when cleared.

“Cricklestone lies about two-thirds of the way up the north face of the
ridge that overlooks Ockley Common and just to the east of a small
gully that runs down the slope ... it is an entirely natural outcrop of soft
local sandstone which just emerges from the hillside at this point. The
exposed section rather resembles the back of a whale with a curious
ridge, possibly the origin of its name (OE cryc meaning a ridge),
running along the length of its upper surface.” [David Graham]
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8 From Cricklestone, continue
along the original track even-
tually to cross two other tracks,
and take a footpath diagonally
left, heading roughly north-west
through the trees — it has an
indistinct start, but look for
white arrows painted on fir trees
to guide you.

9 Follow the public footpath in a
fairly straight line through trees
and out onto open common.
The path can be boggy and runs
on a boardwalk in places. Take
a left turn just before passing
under a line of electricity pylons
— this path leads to a T-junction
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Cricklestone, showing the ridge
along its upper surface

with a wide track. Turn left and shortly note the English Nature information

board.

10 Turn left in front of the notice board, following a permissive path across tree
roots and eventually along a boardwalk. To the right is Pudmore Pond. Note
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Walk 5

the chunky stone projecting from the bog on the left where the boardwalk
takes a sharp turn to the right — this is Thor’s Stone.

Thor's Stone marks the point
where three parishes of Elstead,
Peper Harow and Thursley meet,
but attained fame (and possibly
its name) when Baring-Gould
used it as a dramatic location in
The Broom-squire.

11 Continue along the boardwalk, and in
about 150 yards take the left turn along
further boardwalks. This is waymarked
by English Nature as the Heath Trail.

A notice board shortly gives !
information on the different types Thor’s stone

of dragonfly to be seen in the

Nature Reserve. The best time to visit to see birds, dragonflies and
flowers is between May and September.

Follow waymark signs for the Heath Trail for slightly less than half a mile
until, going over open heath, it forks left from the main track. Keep straight
on along the main track here, and in about a quarter of a mile you arrive at a
crossroads of tracks.

12 Proceed straight ahead along a public bridleway which soon goes through
trees with a fenced area to the right. At a T-junction of tracks, turn left up a
rough rise then pass through more open common keeping to the main sandy
track. Carry straight on at a cross-roads of tracks, following a public
bridleway as it descends through trees, eventually rising and passing a house
to arrive at the centre of Thursley village opposite the green triangle.

To proceed to Hindhead, cross the road and
take The Lane to the right of the triangle.

13 From the green triangle in the centre of
Thursley village, take The Lane and continue
where this becomes a footpath hanging to the
right-hand side of a valley. Eventually it
rises, then falls to a road. Turn left and cross
a bridge.

14 Take the surfaced drive to the left and follow
this up the valley past Smallbrook Farm
where the waymarked Greensand Way joins
from the left. Continue up the drive to :
Haybarn. Here the surfacing ends and the Village sign at Thursley
Greensand Way carries on as a much narrower
footpath, taking a series of right-angled bends passing between fences and
hedges and over stiles, eventually to meet a surfaced road (at a point passed
on our way down from Hindhead — see text at Point 4).

15 Turn right and shortly take a footpath to the right which passes between fence
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Walk 5

and hedge across fields before dropping into the valley again to join a
bridleway. Cross the stream by bridge or ford, and follow the track as it rises
up the other side of the valley and past Ridgeway Farm to a junction of lanes.
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Track rising from the ford towards Ridgeway Farm

16 Turn left along the bridleway (an extension of Sailor’s Lane), rising through
a sunken section which can be muddy, to enter National Trust property and
then, bearing right, continuing to climb the western edge of the Devil’s
Punch Bowl. Note the Memorial to the left just before the track reaches the
top of the rise, erected in memory of the brothers of WA Robertson who were
killed in the First World War — there are good views from here.

The Robertson Memorial overlooking the Devil’s Punch Bowl
17 Continue along the track as it levels out and crosses a cattle grid. From here,

keep to the path following the rim of the Devil’s Punch Bowl to arrive back
at the National Trust car park and café.
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