Walk 7 — Cut and Glass
Chiddingfold to Dunsfold & return

Distance 10% miles/17 km
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Walk 7

The walk starts at Chiddingfold, visiting Pickhurst, the Wey & Arun Canal
and Dunsfold.

Starting point Chiddingfold village green — map reference SU961354.

Walk 7 — Cut & Glass

Cut: The ‘cut’ is the Wey and Arun Canal, part of “London’s Lost
Route to the Sea”, which was opened in 1816 and abandoned in
1871. It is now being restored for navigation again.

Glass: The name Chiddingfold was once synonymous with glass
manufacture. The first glass-master known by name to have
worked in England was Laurence Vitrearius, who arrived from

Normandy and established himself at Pickhurst near Chiddingfold
in 1226. His name appears in the records of Westminster Abbey in
1240 as being one of the people associated with the production of
glass for the east end.

By the mid-14th century, the Chiddingfold area held a key
position as a centre of English glass manufacture which lasted for
about 250 years, until production moved to areas more conveniently
placed to use coal as a fuel.

1 Walk past the Crown Inn and along the pavement beside the A283, passing
The Swan and going over a bridge. Soon after a residential road on the left,
take the footpath to the left. This passes behind the gardens before going
across fields and eventually entering woodland over a stile. At the top of the
first rise through trees, take the stile ahead and turn left along the side of a
field to another stile re-entering woodland. The path descends down steps to
cross a metal bridge at the head of a pond near the site of old glassworks.

Pond at the site of Pickhurst glassworks
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Walk 7

Continue along the path as it rises and then skirts fields, emerging over a stile
and down a house drive to arrive at a road junction.

2 Take the road straight ahead (High Street Green) and shortly turn right at a
gate, taking a public footpath which goes through the house garden. Follow
this past a farm (note the interesting metal gates there depicting a pig
catching a pheasant!) and along a drive beneath walnut trees. Where the
drive turns right to a house, carry straight along a path through the edge of
the garden, eventually arriving at a wooden barrier. Pass this and descend
through fairly boggy terrain into woods. Follow the path as it rises, bears left
and crosses a woodland track, arriving eventually at another woodland track.
Turn right and follow this for about half a mile to a road.

3 Turn left along the road, and in about half a mile turn right at a T-junction.
Shortly, turn left into the drive of Old Deangate Farm — ignore the sign to the
Sussex Border path to your right, instead turning left in front of a garage and
going through a gap in a wooden rail fence along a public bridleway. This
track can be exceptionally muddy in places. Follow it as it crosses a
woodland track, descends through trees and bears right to emerge along a
farm track which soon becomes surfaced. Bear left at a fork and keep to this
for the best part of a mile until it reaches another road at a T-junction.

4 Turn right and follow the road uphill. As it bears left and passes a white
house, it loses its tarmac surface. Continue along it for no more a couple of
hundred yards. Look for an unremarkable path on the left with a small Wey
South Path marker on a post — take this (it is opposite a drive to a house). It
leads you along the old towpath of the Wey and Arun Canal. Follow this as
it passes the site of another old glassworks (on the left) and old lock chamber
(on the right) before arriving at the restored section of the canal. Follow this,
passing a newly-installed (1998) milestone indicating 10 miles to the Wey
and 13 miles to the Arun, and in about half a mile take a public footpath
signed to the left.

LAY )

The Wey & Arun Canal ready for water; turn left at footpath sign

52



Walk 7

5 Follow the footpath through trees to meet a bridleway at a T-junction. Turn
left and follow this past a pond to a road. Turn left onto the road and follow
it for about three-quarters of a mile to Dunsfold village. Ahead, across the
road, is the welcome sight of The Sun Inn.

6 Take the track to the left of the
Sun, passing in front of some
houses and past the village pond
to join Mill Lane.
along this as it transforms into a
rough track descending to a river
valley. At an intersection of
tracks by a house, turn right over
a bridge across a weir, then
shortly left along a marked
public footpath, through a gate
and along a field edge by the
river. On your left, just by the
stile and gate at the end of the
field, is the Holy Well of Duns-
fold. Proceed up the track to the
church of St Mary & All Saints
at the top of the hill — its nave

Continue

pews are said to be the oldest in Holy Well below Dunsfold church

Britain.

7 Turn left just past the church along a bridleway which passes an old wooden
barn on the right and the churchyard hedge on the left, descending through
gates to run through the edge of a wood with a watermeadow to the left. At
one point the track moves into the meadow and follows its edge to a gate and
bridge across a stream. Continue along the track as it follows the course of a
larger stream to its left. Note the depth to which the stream has cut into the

Milestone by the
Wey & Arun Canal

clay, and take care not to step too close to the
edge! The path enters a field and immediately
turns left to cross the stream, then rises through
trees to emerge at a road by White Beech Farm.

From here you have a choice — directly opposite
through a gate is a footpath which turns right
along the edge of a field; further to the right up the
road is a bridleway which travels a parallel course
to the footpath — they join in about half a mile, just
before they meet a road. Turn left along the road,
returning in just under a mile to your start point in
Chiddingfold.
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