Walk 8 — The Tennyson Trail

Blackdown to Lurgashall & return
Distance approximately 7% miles/12 km — with severe gradient at end
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Starting point NT lower car park, Blackdown — map reference SU922306.

1 Go through the barrier at the end of the car park and follow the path uphill
(with some good views over the weald to the left) until it meets a sunken
track. Turn left follow this for about a mile along the edge of the Blackdown

ridge, taking left forks when it splits.

Trees to the left hide the view

eastwards from here until you pass through a wooden barrier to arrive at the
small ledge of the ‘Temple of the Winds’, which was a favourite spot for
Tennyson. Here is the view over the weald which he described as “Green

Sussex fading into blue, With one grey glimpse of sea.”
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Walk 8 — The Tennyson Trail

Alfred Tennyson, Poet Laureate, decided in 1866 to move from the
Isle of Wight to avoid the sightseers there. He rented accommod-
ation near Grayshott (where Grayshott Hall now stands) while he
searched for a suitable location to build a property.

He found his ideal spot and moved into his new house Aldworth
in 1869; built of local sandstone 800 feet up on Blackdown it was a
pioneering effort, only possible for a relatively wealthy person. It
was equipped with all the conveniences then required by an increa-
singly sophisticated middle class — it even had a bath, something
that his other house in the Isle of Wight lacked.

Tennyson’s example was important in starting the move of
literary people to the nearby Surrey hills; but once settled, he did
not encourage further local contacts. He roamed the Blackdown
plateau at will, usually wearing his black cloak and hat, and took a
whistle with him to warn off other walkers if they approached too
closely while he was in the throes of composition!

He worshipped in St Laurence’s Church, just down the hill in
Lurgashall.

In 1884 he reluctantly accepted a peerage offered by Gladstone.

On 6th October 1892, Tennyson died at Aldworth. His coffin was
taken down to Haslemere station on a wagon draped with moss and
scarlet lobelia. From there he travelled to his final resting place in
Westminster Abbey.

View south-east from the ‘Temple of the Winds’, Blackdown

2 Go back the way you came, forking left at the first major junction of tracks to
cross over the brow of Blackdown, then carry straight on to follow a stony
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track descending steeply down a valley. It becomes lusher and greener
towards the bottom as springs rise forming one source of the southern River
Wey. Turn left in front of Cochet Farmhouse and follow the lane to a triang-
ular road junction.

3 Turn left at the junction, following the road uphill then down to the gates of
Blackdown Park. Pass through a gap in the wall to the left of the gates and
follow the drive downhill. To the right is Blackdown House — pass the
turning to this and shortly, where the track bears left, go straight ahead
through a wide gate and over a garden lawn to another similar gate. Keep
following the drive downhill and through a stone gateway by a gatehouse.

4 Turn immediately left along a footpath through a wood and over a number of
plank bridges to meet a road. Turn right along the road, then shortly left
along a surfaced drive. Just before this enters a works, bear left along a
bridleway (marked ‘Public Right of Way’). After a couple of hundred yards,
when this bears slightly to the right, look for a gap in the earth bank on the
left leading to a footpath diverging to the left. Follow this through woods for
half a mile, emerging at a stile to cross meadows and an apple orchard before
arriving in Lurgashall village at one corner of the village green. Turn left,
past the cricket pavilion with its clock tower, to arrive at the Noah’s Ark pub.

Cricket pavilion and Noah’s Ark at Lurgashall

5 From the pub, turn left and go into St Laurence’s churchyard opposite. Turn
left in front of the church and under yew trees to cross a stile on the northern
boundary of the churchyard. Cross a field and through a gate, then take the
second drive to the right (way-marked with a yellow arrow) past a pond.
Turn left after the pond and through a gate along a once-concreted track, then
over a stile by a second gate. A few yards further on, take a stile on the right
(by the gate to Pinto) along a straight, narrow path between hedges, emerging
at a stile to cross a field to another stile which leads into woods.

Cross a stream on a wooden bridge and follow the path along field edges.
To your left, note Tennyson’s house ‘Aldworth’ high up on the far hill among
the trees — your route will lead you there eventually. The path diverts from
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the field edge and into woods before arriving at a T-junction of paths after
crossing a plank bridge. Turn right across another plank bridge — follow the
path up through woodland to a stile, then across a field to a stile and gate
leading to a lane at Hillgrove.

Opposite is a building with another clock-tower (there is no excuse to forget
the time on this walk!). Turn left along the lane, continuing straight ahead
when it becomes unsurfaced. It is called Bullock Lane, and soon reveals
itself to be an old ‘drove road’ with earth banks some distance apart to
control the movement of livestock. It can also be extremely muddy for the
first few hundred yards. After about half a mile it rises quite sharply up a hill
and emerges through a gate giving onto a field. Follow the way-signs across
the field to another gate and a road.

Turn right along the road (Jobson’s Lane). After a little over a quarter of a
mile there is a surfaced drive to the left to Lower Roundhurst Farm — this is
not a public right of way, but it does lead without restriction towards
Blackdown. If you wish to remain on a marked right of way, walk further a
similar distance along Jobson’s Lane and take the footpath over a stile to the
left just past a house — this rises across a field then through (or over if stuck)
a metal gate in a hedge on the left and across another field to meet the farm
drive at a junction of tracks. Turn right if coming from the footpath (straight
on if coming up the farm drive) and follow the surfaced drive. Where it
makes a second left-hand bend, look for a stile straight ahead and take the
footpath through woodland. This rises to meet another road.

Cross almost straight over the road and into National Trust land, following
the Sussex Border Path steeply up a rough sunken track for about a quarter of
a mile — I guarantee it will seem further! Towards the top, you may rest for a
moment or two while you look through a fence to the right into the private
gardens of Aldworth — unfortunately there is no clear view of the house from
here and the fence prevents further access.

Glimpse of ‘Aldworth’ and its garden from the Sussex Border Path

Just a few more steps up the track lead you to the drive of Aldworth which
you join to arrive at your start point.
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