Walk 9 — Iron and Paper

Hammer via Linchmere to Northpark & return
Distance approximately 9% miles/15 km — can be done in sections
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Walk 9

The walk starts at Hammer Vale, visiting Linchmere, the site of Northpark
Iron Furnace, Shulbrede and Shottermill.

Starting point Prince of Wales, Hammer — map reference SU868326.

Walk 9 — Iron & Paper

The area surrounding Haslemere to the south and west has been
surprisingly industrialised in past times. Using water power and
local raw materials, both iron founding and papermaking have
flourished here among other industries.

Iron: The main local centres of iron founding were at Pophole on
the River Wey in Hammer Vale and at Northpark near Fernhurst
where a “hammer pond’ was constructed by damming streams.

Only the sluices remain at Pophole (see photo on p.63), but at
Northpark vestiges of the chambers and pits can still be seen along
with an interpretation board describing their use. Both locations
closed down in the 18th century.

Paper: There were at one time at least two paper mills operating
near to Haslemere: Sickle Mill and New Mill. The Simmons
papermaking family ran both from 1730s—1860s, and the diaries of
the younger James Simmons which are held at Haslemere Museum
give an interesting account of his commercial and private life from
the 1830s.

The Simmons family also operated a corn milling business at
Shottover Mill and possibly also at Pitfold Mill.

1 From the pub, cross the road and take the track opposite descending beside
houses to cross both the river and the railway, the latter on a local level
crossing. After passing through a farmyard, turn right at a gate and stile then
immediately left to cross a stile by a gate at the top corner of the field.
Follow the path upwards through a combination of wooded hollow and open
field to cross a surfaced lane (Gilhams Lane) just before arriving at a main
road.

2 Cross the road with care and take the path opposite through a wooden gate
and into Linchmere Common ‘Access Land’. Follow the marked Public
Bridleway across the common before passing through another wooden gate to
arrive at a surfaced lane. Turn right along the lane, arriving in about a
quarter of a mile at a road T-junction in Linchmere.

For a quick return to Hammer, turn sharp left before the road junction and

" See the two books on Shottermill by Greta Turner for further details.
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follow the Sussex Border Path to meet the return leg of this walk at Point 10.

To visit Linchmere church and its interesting rustic churchyard, turn left at
the T-junction and follow the road through the village for just under a
quarter of a mile. Return to the junction to continue the walk.

3 At the T-junction, turn left then almost immediately right along a house drive
which becomes a public footpath. This passes over stiles, along the edge of a
field and through light woodland, entering ‘Access Land’ through a gate.
Turn left after the gate and up a sharp rise, then follow the right-of-way
straight ahead at all junctions. Soon after passing through another gate, bear
left where a wide track joins and carry on uphill to a point where the track
turns left with a metal gate on the right.

Through the gate you can see a narrow-gauge railway line, one of
three lines at the Hollycombe Steam Collection. If the site is operating
you will probably have heard a train whistle during your approach, and
if you wait at the gate you may see one passing (as below).

\

Narrow-gauge line at the Hollycombe Steam Collection

4 Turn left to follow the right-of-way steeply down a hollow lane, with views
across the Weald on the left where the terrain and trees permit it, to meet a
road at the bottom.

5 Turn left and immediately right to take a footpath which passes a surprisingly
large electricity sub-station before emerging into a lightly wooded area with
young Christmas trees to the left.

On your right at this point, note an overgrown but still well-defined
sunken track following our route. This may well be the route which
Flora Thompson describes in one of her Peverel Papers as an old
pack-horse road where, in times past, “between its deep banks, up hill
and down dale, had wended packman with his pack, knight with his
lance, holy palmer, teller of his beads as he walked barefoot, rosy
farmer’s wife with her market-baskets, and little, hooded, long-skirted
maid on her pony.”

Take a footpath to the left (the finger-post may be overgrown with bracken in
summer and difficult to see) and follow the path as it crosses a track below an
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electricity line and becomes wider and sandier. The woodland marked here
on the OS map is cleared from time to time. Shortly, turn right at a cross-
roads of tracks taking a bridleway which leads eventually along the edge of a
grass field and across a lawn to meet a paved road serving Upper North Park
Farm.

6 Turn left along the road and follow it as it dips and then rises. Note the
various ceramic chippings of old china embedded in the tarmac. Where the
road turns right at the top of a hill, take a footpath to the left over a stile by a
gate. Follow the edge of a field downhill, passing through a metal gate at the
bottom into woodland. The track here can be very muddy. Follow it to
arrive at Northpark Furnace Pond.

Furnace Pond, at Northpark near Fernhurst

The Fernhurst Furnace Trust have an information board at the site
explaining the iron-making activity which went on at this ‘hammer pond’
in the past.

7 After crossing the weir, turn left to continue along the bridleway which soon
bears right to cross open fields and pass through a farmyard to arrive at a
road. Turn right along the road then shortly left up a lane signposted to
Lynchmere.

8 Follow the lane, which passes Shulbrede Priory.

The surviving building at Shulbrede Priory is the remnant of a far larger
structure, constructed in the 11th century from local sandstone, which
was home to Canons of the Augustinian order. It was eventually
‘dissolved’ by Henry VIII in 1535 and much of the stone removed over
subsequent years. It is now in private ownership, open to the public
twice a year in May and August and well worth a visit.

About a quarter of a mile after the Priory, take the footpath which goes
straight ahead into the undergrowth as the road bears slightly left. This path
soon joins the driveway to Clouds Hill. Go up the drive and to the left of the
garage where the path proceeds unannounced up a sunken track. Follow the
track, which climbs gently through woodland.
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Path uphill through old chestnut coppice

Keep to this track if you wish to go on to Linchmere and its church. To
continue the full walk, take a path before long uphill to the right around the
back of Clouds Hill garden. Cross over a bridleway and take the public
footpath directly ahead which rises in a straight line through trees. The
footpath becomes a sunken track passing through old chestnut coppice woods
(see photo below) and rises steeply in places before arriving at a stile. Cross
a mercifully level field to meet the Sussex Border Path at another stile.

10 Turn right along the path which soon becomes a surfaced lane. Follow the

These are mill ponds which fed the waterwheel
of Shottover Mill (from which comes the modern
name Shottermill). The signboard at The Mill
Tavern shows a stylised ‘overshot’ water wheel
— the original at the mill was said to be 11 feet in
diameter in the 1800s.

You are in watermill territory. At one time there
would have been at least six mills working within
a mile of here. The water power was used to
operate machinery for a variety of purposes:
grinding corn, making paper, ‘fulling’ cloth,
crushing iron ore and smelting it — and, in the
case of one local mill, for making sickles.

lane as it starts to go downhill then take a footpath off to the left which
continues downhill. Follow this, which broadens to a lane servicing one or
two houses until it reaches a road at the bottom. Turn left here past a garage
to meet the B2131 opposite Shottermill Ponds.

THE MILLTAVERN

SHOTTERMILL

11 Cross the road and pass beside the ponds, coming out opposite The Mill
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Tavern. Cross the road and turn right along the pavement (opposite the old
Shottover Mill) to cross the River Wey into Surrey and pass under a railway
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bridge. Turn left after the railway bridge, along Critchmere Lane. Follow
this as it bears right. (Note the bridge under the railway here leading to the
site of New Mill, a watermill used for making paper in the 1800s, demolished
in 1976). Turn left into Border Road, right into Pitfold Avenue and left again
into Oaktree Lane. Follow the footpath at the end of the cul-de-sac leading
for about 300 yards beside a cemetery and through woods to the site of
Pophole Mill. Cross the sluice and turn right to the road (Hammer Lane).

If instead of turning right after the sluice you go straight ahead and onto a
footbridge over the channel where the water wheel once worked, you will be
standing at the point where the counties of Hampshire, Surrey and Sussex
meet.

Pophole Mill was used until
1776 to make iron. The sluice
in the north channel controlled
the height of water in the mill
pond upstream, which operated
a water wheel in the south
channel. The wheel was
connected to a cam inside the
mill building which operated
heavy hammers to crush iron
ore. It also operated bellows for
the hearths where ore was
smelted to produce iron ingots.

12 Turn right along Hammer Lane, cross
the river and keep left at the next
junction to return to your start point at
the Prince of Wales pub.

The Northern sluice at Pophole
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