Walk 12 — Around Haslemere

Two circular walks which you may link together if you wish, starting from
Haslemere High Street

— to Shottermill and back (47 miles/7 km) — West section

— to Grayswood and back (5% miles/9 km) — East section

Starting point at car park map reference SU904329, entry from the High Street.
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For the West section start at Point 1, for the East section start at Point 11.
Proceed north up Haslemere High Street. Shortly after passing The Georgian
hotel, take the footpath signposted ‘To Church Lane’ between buildings on
the left — this is also the start of the Greensand Way.

Follow the path past housing to emerge at a road. Turn left here, crossing the
railway on a bridge. Follow the road which bears right at a triangular
junction outside St Bartholomew’s church, and after about 200 yards look for
a narrow footpath on the left (waymarked Greensand Way) at a point where a
service road comes out.

Follow the path, crossing straight over another road then descending between
fences to a lane. Turn left to cross a stream and shortly turn right at a
junction with another lane (Stoatley Hollow, waymarked Greensand Way)
which bears left at a house before beginning to climb uphill. Continue
straight ahead — it passes the entrance to a house and becomes a rough track
rising sharply. At the top of the rise it becomes surfaced once more, soon
arriving at a T-junction with Farnham Lane.

Turn left down the lane. In a little over a quarter of a mile, look for a
footpath between properties to the right which descends between garden
fences to a residential road.
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Turn left along this road and look for a further footpath to the right down
steps between properties. This crosses straight over another residential road
before arriving at the road running along the bottom of the valley. Turn right
then almost immediately left along a path beside a school playground.

Follow the footpath as it becomes a road, keeping straight on at the end to
emerge through bollards to the main road at Junction Place.

Cross the main road by the pedestrian crossing and follow the pavement of
the road diagonally ahead (Liphook Road) past St Stephen’s Church to the
traffic lights. Cross straight over at the lights continuing along Liphook
Road, passing Brookbank on the right where George Eliot stayed and
completed her famous work ‘Middlemarch’ in the summer of 1871. Pass
under the railway bridge and take the footpath immediately on the left. (If
you wish to take refreshment first, continue along the road for a short
distance to the Mill Tavern before returning to the footpath).

Brookbank, where George Eliot completed ‘Middlemarch’ in 1871

The footpath follows the line of the railway for about a quarter of a mile to
meet another road, opposite the site of Sickle Mill — there are interesting
detours to be made along the river here if you wish. At the end of the
footpath, turn right crossing the road with care and follow the pavement
(which changes sides occasionally) along the road for just over a quarter of a
mile. Look for a footpath sign pointing up an access road by farm buildings
(Sturt Farm) to the left — there is a stile in sight which leads to a grassy path.
The path rises gently for about half a mile to meet a residential road. Turn
left then almost immediately right, following this road as it bears gently right
and uphill to meet a main road.

10 Cross the main road and follow the road opposite for a quarter of a mile to its

junction with College Hill to the left. Go down the hill to return to the High
Street at its south end.

From here you may return to the car park, or continue with the East section of

the walk at Point 11.
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11 From the south end of the High Street (by the Town Hall) take Petworth
Road.

12 After about 150 yards, take Collards Lane to the left. Follow this as it bears
right. After about a quarter of a mile, by Swan Barn Farm (NT), the right-of-
way continues as a footpath through a kissing-gate and across fields.

13 The path crosses a number of fields, some linked with plank bridges over
ditches. In about three-quarters of a mile where the path joins a drive, look
for the path continuing through a gap in the hedge on the left before arriving
at a gate and a road (Holdfast Lane).

14 Cross the road, following the public footpath sign down the lane opposite.
This passes some farm outbuildings on the right before turning left to cross a
bridge by a pond, across which can be seen the attractive old Imbhams Farm.

Imbhams Farm
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15 Take a right turn after the pond along a bridleway. This rises slightly for
about 100 yards to a gap in the hedge on the left. Turn left here and proceed
across the field (which may be cultivated). Follow the bridleway which goes
beside and across a number of other fields for about half a mile until it joins a
lane which passes Grayswood sewage works and arrives at a crossroads.

16 Go straight ahead along the road into Grayswood to its junction with the
A286. Cross with care and turn left, arriving at the Wheatsheaf Inn — a
suitable halfway halt.

17 Just past the Inn, take the footpath to the right (over a wooden bar), which
eventually descends as a stepped path to cross a stream by a wooden bridge.
Go over a stile and continue by steps up a railway embankment to cross the
main Waterloo—Portsmouth line with caution at a level crossing. After
another stile and a large old iron kissing-gate, turn left before the path leaves
the woods.

18 Cross a bridge made out of a series of railway sleepers, then follow the
sunken path uphill through light woodland, passing Keffolds Farm near the
top and continuing more or less on the level beside trees for another quarter
of a mile to meet a surfaced lane.

Keffolds Farm, viewed from the footpath

19 Follow the lane which soon becomes a road through a housing estate, leading
in about half a mile to a road junction in front of St Bartholomew’s Church.
Note: This is the junction with the West section of the walk — at Point 2
20 Turn left to cross the railway again, this time by road bridge, then look for a
surfaced path diagonally to the right waymarked ‘Greensand Way’ passing
beside housing. Follow this back to the High Street.
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